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The Story of the PRESCOTT WOODEN NICKEL 
by John K. Curtis 


One of the earliest Canadian wooden tokens was issued 
in 1938 in the Town of Prescott, which is located on the 
St. Lawrence River, approximately halfway between Montreal 
and Kingston. This token was issued in conjunction with 
the Town's celebration of 100 years of International Peace 
along the St. Lawrence River. As such, it commemorates 
the famous Battle of the Windmill, which took place at 
Windmill Point, about 2 Km. east of Prescott in 1838. On 
the obverse side of the token is a picture of the windmill; 
with a beaver representing Canada to the left, and an 
eagle representing the United States to the right. On 
the reverse side, together with "Value 5 Cents" are the 
words "A Century of Border Peace at the Crossroads of the 
Continent." Reference is also made to the St. Lawrence 
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International Peace Centennial at Prescott, Canada --1838-1938. 


To really understand the background and purpose of 
the Prescott Wooden Nickel, one should consider in some 
detail the following related subjects: 


A) The Political Atmosphere of the period preceding 
and following the year 1838. 


B) The Military Action that took place at Windmill 
Point from November 13 to 18, 1838:-its objectives, 
achievements and impact on Canadian history. 


C) The nature and objectives of the International Peace 


Centennial Celebrations in the Town of Prescott in 
the year 1938. 


To be concluded next Month 


A) The Political Atmosphere of the Period. (1838) 


It seems that it has always been the objective of the 
peoples of Canada to achieve a form of democratic self- 
government and the degree of independence that is associated 
with it, at the local municipal level. The form of 
government provided, first by the British Army, and later, 
by the British Lieutenant Governor and Legislative Council, 
was at best tolerated, because the concerns and objectives 
of the local Canadian population were not readily acknow- 
ledged. This situation, while of concern to the French and 
English, as well as the native peoples, was further aggravated 
by the coming of the United Empire Loyalists, following the 
American Revolution, because they had been accustomed to a 
greater degree of participation in local government in the 
cities and towns from whence they came. 


These situations led, at least in part, to the Papineau 
Rebellion in Lower Canada (Quebec), and the McKenzie Rebellion 
in Upper Canada (Ontario), both or which were suppressed in 
1837 by the British Army. However, the impact of these two 
uprisings and the concern of the people were to be felt on a 
continuing basis in future years. Many of the participants 
in these two uprisings were forced to flee Canada to the 
northern part of the United States. Here they formed what 
were called "Hunter's Lodges", a form of secret organization 
dedicated to the liberation of Canada. They were joined by 
many free lance soldiers of fortune from other parts of the 
United States, and indeed from other countries. It is said 
that there existed some form of link between the Hunter's 
Lodges and the Sinn Fein Movement of the time. The accumulation 
of military arms and ammunition, the undertaking of military 
training and the transfer of information formed the basic 
portion of the initial program of these organizations. 


In the fall of 1838, a group of members and adherents 
of the Hunter's Lodges, set out by boat from Oswego, New York 
State, on their way to invade and liberate Canada, or at least 
a part of it. Their initial objective was to capture Fort 
Wellington, located near the Town of Prescott on the St. 
Lawrence River. This site was selected, presumably, because 
it was a critical military point on the Old Military Road, 
(now Highway #2), approximately halfway between Montreal and 
Fort Henry at Kingston. The group of invaders firmly 
believed that they would be joined and supported, immediately 
upon arrival, by an enthusiastic Canadian local population, 
who, they thought would be desirous of being freed from the 
authoritarian form of government in existence at the time. 
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B) The Battle of the Windmill 


The invading troops attempted to land at a dock in the 
Town of Prescott, a short distance from Fort Wellington, but, 
when faced with a substantial force of militia and local 
citizens, obviously opposed to the landing, they backed off 
onto the St. Lawrence River again. The ships involved moved 
down the St. Lawrence, east of Prescott, one returned to 
Ogdensburg, N.Y. and the other two became stuck on sand bars 
in the river. The troops then landed at a point about 3 Km. 
east of Prescott, where a stone windmill was situated on 
relatively high ground north of the river. The windmill, 
constructed as it was, served as a veritable fortress, from 
which sharpshooters could fire on targets in the surrounding 
countryside. 


The invading party, consisting of approximately 190 men, 
was led by a Polish adventurer and nobleman named Nils Von 
Schultz. This leader, who came to America by way of Finland 
and Sweden, had been involved previously in the Polish 
Revolution of 1830, the French Foreign Legion and other 
Similar ventures in Europe. He took charge of the invading 
forces because of lack of other leadership. 
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For the four days between November 12th anc 16th, 
1838, the battle took place, with an exchange of cannon ball 
and rifle shot, the taking of prisoners and the caring for 
the dead and wounded. At the end of that period, hecause of 
the lack of resources and supplies, the invaders surrendered 
and were taken prisoner. In all, some 48 men were killed and 
89 wounded, 
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Located two miles 
east of Prescott, The 
Windmill was the site 
of a bloody, five-day 
battle that brought 
British regulars and 
Canadian militia to 
Prescott to repel an 
invasion by Ameri- 
can “patriots”. The 
Windmill has been 
designated a national 
historic site and is 
the property of Parks 
Canada. 


The prisoners taken by the British were transported to 
Kingston, where extensive military trials were held. The 
prisoners were defended by a young lawyer named John A. 
MacDonald, who later became the first Prime Minister of Canada. 
Eventually eleven, including Von Schultz, were hanged and 
Sixty of the prisoners were deported, with a life sentence, 
to Van Dieman's Land (now Tasmania), near Australia. 


While the Battle of the Windmill could not be called a 
success from the invaders' point of view, it was one further 
step in the achievement of democratic self-government in 
Canada, particularly at the local level. It was eventually 
followed by the Union of Upper and Lower Canada, and later by 
Confederation in which MacDonald played a leading role. 

More recently, the lengthy discussions relating to the 
repatriation of the Constitution seem to put a final touch 
on this whole subject. It has taken Canada 200 peaceful 
years to achieve what the United States achieved in the 
American Revolution of 1776. 
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